Christian Stewardship

STEWARDSHIP
Yes but what is stewardship??

That must be one of the most frequently asked questions. Usually, before hearing any more the next response is: “I already give as much money as I can.” But stewardship is not confined solely to monetary giving.

Christian Stewardship is … grateful and responsible use of all God’s gifts in the light of God’s purpose as revealed in Jesus Christ. Christian stewards, empowered by the Holy Spirit, commit themselves to conscious, purposeful decisions.

Stewardship is lived out in: living and telling the Good News; sharing with God in seeking justice, peace, and the integrity of creation in an interdependent universe; wisely employing God-given human resources, abilities, and relationships; sharing the material resources we hold and giving them in service, justice, and compassion; providing for future generations; sharing in the life, worship, and responsible stewardship of the Church and of its mission.

Both for the individual and for the community, stewardship is a joyful act for the sake of God’s world. Our Gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure.

Gift of Time – The Great Commission is the normative mission statement for the church. Jesus said: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20a RSV). It is through our giving of time that we can make the Christ known to those who have not yet encountered him in their lives.

Gift of Talent – Christian stewardship is using the gifts God has given us as individuals, to do the work God is calling us to do. Discerning and carrying out God’s purpose is the primary purpose of our lives.

Gift of Treasure – We must never lose sight of how we have been created: from the earth and from the breath of God.

The most profound motive for all we do is this knowing that we share in creation. Learning the meaning of creation in our daily lives will help us to live holier lives. It will fill the world with the spirit of Christ, the spirit of justice, charity, and peace. We act as stewards of creation and must take great care; so that we can pass on to future generations, all that we have received from God. Material goods and the way we are developing the use of them should be seen as God’s gifts to us. They are meant to bring out in each one of us the image of God.

How we use money says more about our value system than anything we say or do. Some would think that the way we handle our money is a window into our souls; BUT our treasure goes beyond currency.
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