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GIVING -an article kindly reproduced for the website by Keith Horsfall
Why are we reluctant to act on what the Bible teaches on the subject?

If we begin with dire warnings about a shortfall and assume without question that the answer is fund-raising where will that lead us? Answer – Always asking for money, parading our lack of sacrificial giving.

It occupies the notices in our church for weeks at a time. Fund raising raises funds – Giving helps us to grow in grace.

One of the big problems of fund raising is that it tends to take over the lives of the same willing few, eventually making them tired to the point of resentment.

We can also think we’ve done our bit if we have done fund raising and supported it. It is embarrassing for those who have adopted systematic, direct giving, to have to decline requests to support fund raising activities.

Why don’t we start by asking what God’s will is and what the Bible teaches?

1 Jesus was never afraid to talk about money e.g The Rich Fool, the Rich young man, the conversion of Zacchaeus etc.

2 He criticised some of his opponents for giving so little out of their wealth that it didn’t really cost them anything. Mk 12 v 41 – 44

3 Jesus didn’t hesitate to ask people to make big sacrifices in order to follow him.

4 We read of people who funded his ministry. Matt 27 v 55

5 Generous Giving gets an early mention in the Acts of the Apostles. Acts 2 v 44 – 45

6 Paul taught Giving to the churches he founded. 2 Corinthians 8 & 9

7 The people of God under the Old Covenant were expected to set aside a tenth of their income to give – besides making special offerings on top of this.

8 The work and ministry of Jesus is illustrated in financial categories. eg. ‘Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.’ His death is explained as the payment of a Ransom. Mk 10 v 45

Giving is a response to the Gospel – to God’s love in Creation and Salvation. ‘God so loved that He Gave’ John 3 v 16. Christian Giving is something we are inspired to do out of love for the one who first loved us. Sacrificial and generous giving is inspired when we realise the greatness of God’s love for us. Think of the woman who poured precious ointment on Jesus. She ‘loved much because she was forgiven much.’ Lk. 7 v 47 Why did she give? Because He’s worth it!
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